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Noranda Mining Inc.
Ontario Project
P. O. Box 1450
Park City, U tah 84060

norando/pomour
June 18, 1981

To: .John Cesar
Fran: Bob Zacbst
<fuibject: :;\2.:";v=,oe_o£J^njjirio. project's Tailincs lAne and Slirre Soi 1.1

On June 18, 1981 at approximately 10:00 AM, the Ontario Project experienced

a sline spill frcm t.he tailings line into Silver Creek. The four inch Driscopipe

line had been GC-.-OQC^Q in two locations. Tne puciured pipe was north of Park

City where the Monroe cement plait used to be located. The line was can-aged by

a contractor, P-S. .Associates. Fran examining the site of the spill it appear-

that the contractor was going to divert the Silver Creek over to the area next

to the railiOdd Liacks. The reason for diverting the creek was because o£ c.ovol-

opritsnt. TJTe croi-k w,as to be p]acx".-o V^ack into its original position.

Dosty Destranpe was notified by Bob Richardson that the Ontaj-io Project's

line had beer da-Tr-jv^ec! and was spilling into Silver Creek. Dusty inneoiately

shut dawn the sandfill operations and went to inspect the dan-ages. Bob Richardson

had teen called by the contractor and told that the line had been stnjck by Uie

bucket of the backhoe.

Bob Richardson and inyself inspected and phiotographed the t '̂o breaks and the

spill.

At approximately 1:30 PM 1 contacted the Utah State Division of Health,

Dojvii.bneni of Solid V.'cste Kar.ogeicnt, ?ind i.slked to Dennis Downs. I gave Txrinas

the particulars of the spill as out 1:i.c-d ir the oi t .-jd-if.o dor^icnt. PrQ<:edu-:e .and

S4^£ItP.Ii..Xor-JiTJ-yirJy.n^J;^^A-^r^l •V-/.<,i'.:">'..-'; '-'kjj < riol Pp:,lls ir. U_tah. Trie r^s^oris

t_iat I received was that bc-cau^t.' there was not any "r-..~:'H* ifious wcistcs in the spill,

the r^purt-'.ent of Solia Waste .v,^ndg.i:ient c^c not fee-1 the nc-XHid to hteoonie involved.

Mr. Ijaw'ns we.s coniy to Ior>M-urd the information on to the bureau of Water Pol-

lution Control. That de-partre-nt :ray w^j-.t to cert rjct the Ontario Project for

further information.

The ffidc-r-il FPA, Floyd Nichols, was notified and their respor^e was "Had the

St.at.e of Utah be<2n. contacted?" rtnd since tiie .state had been notified, the federal

people were satisfied.

r.oranda group
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T >".•:/ '-iivl M G-.-ij. y .'•;.*! tin twice during the cay to update the situation and Allen

Gordon 1 ooX .so;n2 photographs to the lawyers in SLC .so that they were kept abreast.

It is <--st tilled that tine slijrtss were discharging fraTi the tailings line for

-, ' - . ;< : - : • ^ ;•••••:. is it Uv_- r^.- te of f ive tons per hour.

."•: /.". :-s < • ! " : vi-. j ;-."(v7>: V.OT e triXcn c^n U>e day of the spill and one veek later.

A .-•.r-jiplo A.-..S « j .TtJ! ! - ;«3 of i.]ie Actual sLijiies that were spilled. Both will be

,. r . ,T]v:,.>d. Trie v . - . - ' i - . r ^---.r.plcs wi .1 ] be assayed for Total Suspended Solids, Total

!«;.'j-'j, i-jio 7>j^'il / i j ic . Tlx? si L I I R will foe assayed for Lead and Zinc. Once the

•osuHs aro o'^t,-i.'>Ki they will be kept on file in the mill office.

The nsti rated distance that the slitres traveled was 7,500-8,000 feet.

r>i . i i r .g t i k i tliiO '.list I talked to the federal and state people, nothing was

. t ::1 ;;:.: .-:--o . ."r.o'jt tVo Ontario Project having to clean up the spill nor reporting

.-it a .'l.-to; ij . i j . .o t oncvuTiing the spill.

Mill Superintendent

norcndag'Qjp


